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Foreword 


Praise be to Allah that is due from all grateful believers, a fullness of praise for all 
his favours: a praise that is abundantly sincere and blessed. May the blessings of 
Allah be upon our beloved Master Muhammad, the chosen one, the Apostle of 
mercy and the seal of all Prophets (peace and blessings of Allah be upon them all); 
and upon his descendants who are upright and pure: a blessing lasting to the Day 
of Judgment, like the blessing bestowed upon the Prophet Ibrahim (alaihis salam) 
and his descendants. May Allah be pleased with all of the Prophetic Companions 
(Ashab al-Kiram). Indeed, Allah is most worthy of praise and supreme 
glorification! 


I was forwarded this relatively short work originally compiled in Arabic by the late 
Syrian Shaykh, Tahir al Jazairi (d. 1920), entitled Al-Jawahir al Kalamiyyah fi Idah 
al-Agidah al-Islamiyya, with its subsequent English translation entitled The Jewel of 
The Theologians in Light of The Islamic Creed. The author of this work needs no 
introduction to the avid readers of Islamic literature across the Arab world due to 
his arduous activities in the proselytization of Islam as well as being a noted author. 


The actual work was collated by the late author based on his answers on a selection 
of some 102 theological questions. The topics chosen were all related thematically 
to a unique aspect of Sunni Islamic creed and how they may inspire the Muslim 
reader to envisage the aspiration of contemplating on the beliefs related via divine 
origin. 


The author has not only referred back to the noble verses of the Holy Qur’an, but 
has also given copious quotes and references back to the sayings of the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) in the footnotes. 


The work has been translated by Shaykh Hafizurrahman Fatehmahomed of 
Netherlands and through the beneficence of Allah it is anticipated that the Muslim 
may grow more poised in developing a greater bond with the Creator, as well as 
developing an abundant sense of God-fearingness (taqwa), and closeness to the 
Creator by means of adopting the creedal points demonstrated within the text 


which conform with the doctrine of Ahlus Sunna wa al Jama’a. 


It is thus hoped that the noble reader may by means of reading this work between their hands 
build a profound conviction in the acceptable and valid points of Sunni creed for their eternal 
salvation in the Hereafter. 


Peace and blessings be upon our Master Muhammad 
Abul Hasan Hussain Ahmed 

Darul-Tahqiq, London 

August 25" 2016/22™ Dhul Qa’dah 1437 AH 


Foreword 


In the name of Allah, The Most Merciful, The Most Benevolent. 


Verily to learn the science of aqidah is an act of worship and amongst the most 
important and relevant matters. However, it must be acquired from reliable 
scholars and authentic sources written and approved by our pious ulama, the 
pioneers of the methodology of our pious predecessors. 


This book comprises questions and answers related to our beliefs in relation to 
Allah and His attributes, His books, His angels, His messengers, the day of 
resurrection, heaven and hell and many other relevant topics. 


This book is basic, easy to understand and ideal to learn basic beliefs from and to 
use to teach children without going into the intricacies of theology. 


We are truly indebted to the author and translator for this monumental gift. May 
Allah reward them. Ameen 


I hope this book is a means of protection of faith in this world and salvation in the 
hereafter. Ameen 


Mufti Hanif Patel 
Askourimam, Blackburn 


August 25" 2016/22™ Dhul Qa’dah 1437 AH 
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doral| 
Slane SY fo Jes , 


Introduction: comprising of three issues 
1. $ave dual oe ls 


What does Islamic Creed! mean? 


Used 2 js “I cS) Chal a Aaras 3 oy F dS Bayeall 


Islamic Creed entails those matters which Muslims believe in ie. they affirm its 
correctness. 


What does Islam mean? 


LBS 9 Ge da y Ae aN Jao a Las a ale Lo par gfe Cll nc  cgLalll LAM gm pdLAM 


Islam is to testify with the tongue and to believe from the heart that all that which 
out Prophet Muhammad (sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) came with is the truth and is 
correct. 


3. Flgulul reel ede SLadl aul WF Le 


What are the foundations of Islamic Creed? 
95 Abe SLEW 5 Ag led y aoe cle g «Shad aly GLY GP sol ptl dae dL Baal OS 
ily eM 5 EV pal clad 


The foundations of Islamic Creed are six things: To firmly believe in Allah (the 
Exalted), His angels, His scriptures, His Messenger s, the day of judgment and 
destiny’. 


' The word sags (Islamic Creed) is derived from the root word sis which means to 


tie, to fasten. However in the context of Islamic creed, it refers to those matters 
which are believed in with certainty and conviction. Abu Hafs Siraj al-Din al- 
Ghaznawi writes in his commentary on Aqida al-Tahawiya: 
Saal Gell cle Gate GY Goleell siall — 2) all [de aie gil bogiabl sis} ((Upaill)) (gas ((ald)) axel 
(5,50 59 25 Ge « gas 
“The word sigs is in the morphological form of avs which has the meaning of Jgra 
i.e. belief which has been held firmly by the heart”. 
C) 
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bsg ale ait oll 


First Discussion: believing in Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) 


4. $e} Sls 5 dle abl bey US 


What is our general belief in Allah ( Pure and Exalted is He)? 


We believe that Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) is endowed with all the qualities of 
perfection and is free and pure from all types of deficiencies. 


5. Spat Ls 3g dlepe abl gly! af 
What is our detailed belief in Allah (Pure and Exalted is He)? 
call cdys «38 «gle ae. ail ew » < pal 93 croull <ba\y¥\ 93 <b yall 93 cAal s ald , <Aslse 4 
pies 6 ee) 


We believe that Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) is attributed with existence, pre- 
eternity, infinity, absolute dissimilarity from all contingent beings, self-subsistence, 


srl Gt San le lb 3) on Cth ling athe i che ait Jp Le G55 a JB Oba 3 yb 
AES, Aitold gling gale it Le ze Sy ule Se Me gs ly dt HH cle oh YC og 
pling ale se Blt Maes ENF aire JtBg cabal le lS angy eS} J) 

geal BSI 555 SICA eal 5 able BN hie ait Sgt hiss Oty an Vy ay Y Of ages of Ly 
F get Je iia ales a) ied JB CS SB hye a) Cabis of Cath A595 oLa%; 


Pes 


jay 


JB Cbke Jb ashe 5 oF idly eg 9 eM ably cal 9 AS aSO9LGG cally Ga diy :Jb Oe! 
la» 08 GLEN 6 BF I8 «Aly SB 01; 55 Ss we OB ts Cian Ae Oty JB oS ot 8 
se, Stal abl Bill Bab cc 55 Oly NG BY 45 Sty 96 iggul is get -J6 iS ein is let git Jgewall 


4 ga’ an Cd «Sled ov Sy Si pt > i Jé cls CbLS pile @ : 6 KOS 8 Sethe old 


bens lg) exe ail, esti dyer 1» Jb let 
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oneness, life, knowledge, omnipotence, will, hearing, seeing, speech and that He is 
living, all knowing, all powerful, willing, all hearing, all seeing and speaking. 


6. S hls ab ogeglh ole US 


What is our belief regarding the existence of Allah (the Exalted)? 
pee Adody ol oY Cel, ddg>9 ai 93 ecg dloly, oe ald 0D 9>9 i 9 59> 9 gh | i dads ol Sos 
We believe that Allah (the Exalted) is existent and that His presence is self- 


supporting and not through any means and that His existence is necessary ° and it 
is impossible for non-existence* to befall Him. 


7. S$ Ql tlre at pall steer) US 


What is our belief regarding the pre-eternity of Allah (Pure and Exalted is He)? 

nl od9e9 Bh g Sg oye CB, Bb gee SL al, cost SS IS Serge al ge ie | Sh sae ol gm 
aaa 

We believe that Allah is pre-eternal i.e. He was present before all existence and He 

was never non-existent at any time and that there is no beginning to His existence’. 


8. § Slatg dle a lash ste) US 


What is our belief regarding the endlessness of Allah (Pure and Exalted is He)? 
ce By BS pall dik Vg MST Say aly le dl gual cel oly Gb Sleiy dlepw abl Sf Stew ol go 
yi 


C) 

cAads gh oagery Jia!) 3 spray be 1yXobl oogry fil G ypan Le total ante ball 2 spas b toatl 
CO) 

35: yglai] (36) Ogibge Ye Ga 9 Speed pdb al (35) OgalLl ae el ced ne cy Iya aly dbo bl J 
401/4 (enmity & eS op! SE [10 secatel] Qoe3) g Speed bb Ele ab GI ghey etsy sla Ju 5 [36 
Pall 3 Sapo & BIE OB 4 IBY! dle yt g soggy: Saale addi Ob tLe — abl igh — saprg af ssl) 
«Aged! 

C) 

ce Sg Sat Uh eet By [B sdl] (rele cot IS 98 9 GhW y alll 9 AVI Isl 58) sls JE 
cpl olay (tot He a AW alg cet obs 
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We believe that Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) is ever living and that His 
endlessness has no end. He will never cease to exist nor will non-existence ever 


befall him. 
9. SOBIH scl Lolo Gls alles ole US 


What is our belief regarding Allah’s absolute dissimilarity from all contingent beings 
i.e. the creation? 
Alesl BY 4 slic BY g ald BV teh Alaa atl SI See ol gp 


We believe that nothing resembles Allah, not in His existence nor in His attributive 
qualities or in His actions’. 


10. $Colgod dilepes ald dallas slice) US 


What is our belief regarding Allah being absolutely dissimilar from all contingent 
beings? 
My jar gh oly Ls IB copes) yo serge OBE yo bat Alas Y Slay lene al Old Sf sass of ga 


[11 syd] { ecb ABS al} HIS pa ae 


We believe that the essence of Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) does not resemble in 
any manner or form with the creation. All that we see or that we can think of, Allah 
is not like that. (There is nothing like unto Him)). 


11. SSalgbl lial dale Shs, dle pe ales gh slike! US 


What is our belief regarding the attributes of Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) being 
different from the attributes of the creation? 
Vasko Sl, «last)| alas Y aial,) S14 lda alas Y 4543 Bg claoke alas Y Vlas ai! de ol sae Gi ge 
Leo SS alas Y ACE SN g cb prey lity Y oper yl g clincr alg Y aac Si 4 lobe alas 


We believe that the knowledge of Allah (the Exalted) is not like our knowledge, and 
that His omnipotence is not like our strength, and that His will is not like our will, 
and that His existence is not like our existence, and that His hearing is not like our 
hearing, and that His seeing is not like our seeing and that His speech is not like 
our speech. 


6 
a 
Bago] A yet Nga DS ped 9 (3) Age ged 9 Ae gel (2) Aamcall dt (1) toi at ga 15) s dw at JG 
Nye g Wiles 9 LIK col 198 [Lode 
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12. $Solgbl JAY Whe Gls , slew aleal gb steel aS 


What is our belief regarding the actions of Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) being 
different to the actions of the creation? 


lat, SS g sheers Sahl gY scloge dll oye ocot Sal alas Y dbs y tle Soll Sal Si siee Sl ye 
ail g cde) arb Y Was Said ah (go Sal Soi gf Lae l,i TO) opAl lel) AVY g dlauly Sb oll 
pS BLS 5 dlp oY sub pa cl se lad ae 
We believe that the actions of Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) are not like the 
actions of the creation since Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) performs actions 
without any means or tools. ((When He wills anything, His only command is to say, 
Be! and it comes into being)). He does not perform any action out of necessity nor 


does He perform any action in vain Le. without any benefit, since Allah (Pure and 
Exalted is He) is all wise’. 


13. Sauuay Shs ald slice) US 
What is our belief regarding Allah being self-subsistent? 
rgb DY g Dt BY g gh A) che 3b sola oy oot Al cit V Ske g there ail saan ge 
We believe that Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) is not in need of anything. He is not 
in need of a place nor is He in need of any space, nor is He in need of anything of 


the creation. He is independent of everything and everything is dependent on Him 
(Pure and Exalted is He) *. 


14. § Sle, alee abl sls lee US 
What is our belief regarding the life of Allah (Pure and Exalted is He)? 
abe 5 «utll » pill gh eS Liluy ble yb Whe Cunt! dlrs whe Sf 5 Ze dls ail Sl sas ol a 
Shel Folly posal Weds Y ASL Aga Pg scot dlauly Canal SLE clea atl 


7 
C ) 
SALE Lei ptemrndly 3 Ste a SB 9 [16 reteoS] (ge lagi bog Gey g clad! Lil be 9) Jue JE 
[115 sogepehi] Oger sd Ld @Si 9 ee 
oo 
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We believe the Allah (the Exalted) is alive and that His life is not like our life 
because our life is based on means, such as, flowing of blood and breathing. But 
the life of Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) is not through any means. His life is pre- 
eternal and remaining in such a way that non-existence and change does not befall 
Him”. 


15. §jls abl dsl g alee) US 


What is our belief regarding the oneness of Allah (the Exalted)? 
wtlen Vg Ld Vg Tele Y g Wea Y y Bh et a yaad Kody har dtl Sf aie ot go 


We believe that Allah (the Exalted) is one. He has no partner, no equal, no 
equivalent, no opposite and no resistance”. 


16. § Sls ail Je leery aS 


What is our belief regarding the knowledge of Allah (the Exalted)? 
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We believe that Allah is attributed with the quality of knowledge and that He is the 
all-knowing i.e. He knows all that which is visible and [all that which is] concealed. 
He knows the amount of grains of sand and He knows the amount of rain drops 
and the leaves on the tree. He knows the secrets and that what is hidden. Secrets 
are not concealed from Him. His knowledge is not acquired. However, He knows 
all things in His eternal knowledge before their existence". 
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17. § Sle al 34% alee aS 


What is our belief regarding the omnipotence of Allah (the Exalted)? 

Fd ot Bde ails Bt l Syoge Sei y ilar abl oi ied ol gp 
We believe that Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) is attributed with omnipotence and 
that He has power over everything". 


18. § Jai abl sal, ole! aS 


What is our belief in relation to the will of Allah (the Exalted)? 
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We believe that Allah (the Exalted) is attributed with will and what He wants does 
not take place except with him willing. Whatever he wills transpires, and whatever 
He does not will, it is not possible for it to take place’. 


19. $ Sle atl rau alisery! US 


What is our belief regarding the hearing of Allah (the Exalted)? 
el lay dil deer ES) Dar ol OTe opgt Speen aly eed Gyege sileere ail Sf ates gl yp 
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We believe that Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) is attributed with the quality of 
hearing and that He hears all inaudible or audible sounds. However, the hearing of 
Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) is not like our hearing because our hearing is 
through the means of our ears, and the hearing of Allah (Pure is He) is not through 
any means”. 
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20. § dla ail nay ale aS 


What is our belief regarding the seeing of Allah (the Exalted)? 
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We believe that Allah (Pure is He) is attributed with the quality of seeing and that 
He is the all-seeing. He sees everything, even a black ant in a dark night, and 
whatever is smaller than that. Nothing is hidden from his sight on the surface and 
beneath the earth and above the heavens and whatever is beneath it. However, the 
seeing of Allah (Pure is He) is not like our seeing, because our seeing is through the 
eyes and His seeing (Pure is He) is not through any means”. 


21. § Sls abl YK sles) GS 
What is our belief regarding the speech of Allah (the Exalted)? 
MIS sl SS lore 40ST y cyst 5 Qld 
We believe that Allah (Pure is He) is attributed with the quality of speech and that 
His speech does not resemble our speech. Our speech is created within us through 


the means of our mouth, tongue and lips. The speech of Allah (Pure and Exalted is 
He) is not like that"®. 


22. S Sql le hare Y gil ard Slaall pe Gel 
Inform me regarding the attributes which are impossible to attribute to our Master? 
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The qualities which are impossible for Allah (the Exalted) '’ i.e. those qualities 
which cannot be attributed to Him are: non-existence, contingency, annihilation, 
alikeness to contingent beings, being dependent upon others (Pure and Exalted is 
He), existence of a partner, to be incapable, dislike i.e. occurrence of something 
without His will, ignorance and those defects which are similar to them. It is 
impossible to attribute such qualities to Him because they are qualities of deficiency 
and our Master (Pure is He) is only attributed with qualities of perfection. 


23. S SLI 5 tlre Doll o> be ype 39% ll cb ye Sys 


Inform me regarding those things whose occurrence is possible to take place from 
out Master (Pure and Exalted is He)? 


ES Lath Agee gi eee Ayam gh Lee BLM ed of foe cle g CUSGU hea 2 


It is the possible actions that Allah can do or [if he wishes] leave out, for example, 
making a person prosperous or destitute, healthy or ill and those thing which are 
alike. 


24. S(csgreel dyall fo cayil) rile gb G cll al L 


What is the meaning of zst7va when He (Pure is He) says: ((Ar Rahman is firmly in 
control of the Throne))? 
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What is meant by zs/a is a meaning which is befitting to the Might of Ar-Rahman 
(Exalted is He). Istiva is known but its reality is unknown". The éstiwa of Allah 
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upon the throne is not like the sitting of a human being upon a ship or on the back 
of an animal or on a bed. The one who assumes that this is the case is from among 
those that are overcome by illusion, because he 1s creating a comparison between 
the Creator and the creation. It has been proven through sound intellect and 
transmission that there is nothing resembling Him. Just as His essence is not like 
any creation,. similarly, anything attributed to Him (Pure is He) is nothing like those 
things which are attributed to the creation. 


Can we attribute two hands or eyes or anything similar to Allah (Pure and Exalted 

is He)? 

B cdl 5 [10 sail] {real S56 abl ig} Lb oe lB B sleep atl Sy at dally USI 3 355 8 
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The attribution of a hand to Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) has come in the Qur’an 

when He says: ((The Hand of Allah is above theirs)) and two hands when He says: 

((O Iblees, what prevented you from prostrating to what I created with my hands) 

and eyes when He says: ((Be patient with the decision of your Lord, for you are 

under our eyes (protection))). However, it is impermissible to attribute anything to 


Him but that which He attributed to himself in His revealed book or is attributed 
to Him by his Messenger. 


26. 3k» wtb ai ll 
What is the meaning of yad here? 

La Ub Ble Je BK dle a) Gla b Kab fell MIS g caileren JMe Seb epee be ath Sik 
als atl ao 3) PN ale Cle ok 99h MIS Lae gh Yee eich AST A ol aed Gye g UBB Ge ot A! 
gt BT all 95 
What is meant with yad is a meaning which is befitting to Allah (Pure and Exalted is 

He) because everything attributed to Him (Pure is He) is nothing like anything 
attributed to the creation. Whosoever believes that He has a hand like a hand of the 


creation or an eye like the eye of the creation is overcome by illusion since He 
resembles Allah to the creation whereas there is nothing like Him. 
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27. Scpe Nl 5 Cyebl g ely geo b SS le Cau oe SI 


To whom do you attribute what you mentioned regarding the meaning of istiwa, 
yadayn and ayun? 
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It has been attributed to the majority of the pious predecessors’’. However, 
majority of the later generations” have interpreted ssfiwa (rising over) with isti/a and 
yad (hand) with blessings or power and ayun (eyes) with protection and 
guardianship”. They did this because many of them perceived that if they do not 
interpret and move away from its apparent meaning then people will resemble Him 
[with the creation]. However, both groups are in agreement that those that create 
resemblance (i.e. the anthropomorphist) are astray. Others say, one will assume 
resemblance (anthropomorphism) if sound intellect and transmission would not 
testify to (the) transcendence (of Allah). Therefore, anyone creating a resemblance 
with Allah has done so through his lowly desires. 


28. §((Syet 43 SII) dye ¢ lat Cs US 


How can we establish something for Him and say, “its kayf (modality) is 
unknown”? 
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This is not unusual. We know that our existence is attributed with the quality of 
knowledge, power and will. However, we do not know how these attributes are 
established within one’s existence. Rather, we hear and see and do not know how 
we are able to hear and see; we speak and we do not know how we have spoken. 
Even if we are aware of some aspects, we are unaware of many other aspects and 
the examples of which are many. If this is the state regarding those attributes which 
ate attributed to one’s self, then what about those attributes which are attributed to 
Allah (Pure is He). 


Which is the most preferred School ? 
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The manner of the pious predecessors is preferred because it is more submissive 
and consolidated. The manner of those that came later should be adopted at the 
time of need. That is when there is fear regarding some people that if those words 


are not interpreted for them they will fall into giving a alikeness to Allah, so they 
interpret for them such an interpretation based on common linguistics. 
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Second discussion: regarding the belief in angels. This chapter comprises 
three issues. 


30. $aSeNM\ Ls 


What are the angels? 
Ls gla 9 Pet le atl pam Veg gee Sle P 5 ose Ys Gb Y Os ge Bolt abl sliel 2 
O9PR 
They are subtle bodies created from light”. They do not eat or drink. They are 


honourable servants” who never disobey Allah’s commands and carryout exactly 
what they are instructed to do™. 


31. SASS tall sy a 
Have humans seen angels? 
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Besides the Prophet s no human can see angels when they are in their original state 
because they are subtle bodies. Likewise, humans are incapable of seeing air 
although it has a body that subsides within air. However, when they take a form 
like humans they can be seen”. The Messenger s seeing the angels in their original 


6 Tt is not unusual for 


state is exclusive to them in order to receive legal rulings 
bodies to be among us and for us not to be able to see them with our eyes because 
in everyday life there are things which bring this closer to our understanding and 
remove confusion from it. There are many forms before us living and death which 
cannot be perceived by the eyes. If it was not for magnifying glasses we would 
have thought they do not exist and they do not have any affect. It is not unusual to 
specify some, saying that they can see which others cannot see, because there are 


different strengths in seeing. 


32. $425 ail, Le 


What is the work of the angles? 
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Among the angels there are Messenger s between Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) 


and the Messenger and Prophet s, such as Jibraeel (may peace be upon him)’. 
Among them ate those that protect the people* and some are those that write 
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down the actions of the people, good or bad”’. Some are assigned to look after 
Paradise and its blessings” and others are those that are assigned to look after Hell 
fire and its punishments”'. And among them are those that hold the throne” and 
some are those that look after the interests and benefits of the people, and there are 
many other things they are ordered to do”. 
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Third discussion: regarding belief in His scriptures (Pure and Exalted is 
He). 


33. § jbs dil US, ste OS 


What is our belief regarding the scriptures of Allah (the Exalted)? 
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We believe that Allah (Exalted is He) has scriptures which He revealed upon His 
Prophet s explaining His commandments and warnings. This is the actual word of 
Allah which has manifested from Him without any ayf (how) to his speech which 
He sent down in the form of revelation™. From among these scriptures is: Torah, 
Injeel (Evangel,) Zaboor (Psalms) and Quran”. 


34. Sal jg5b slolixel US 
What is your belief regarding the Torah? 
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I believe that the Torah is a scripture from among the scriptures of Allah (Pure and 
Exalted is He) which he revealed upon his kaleem, Musa (peace be upon him). This 
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was to explain the legal rulings and the correct creed and to give glad tidings of the 
coming of a Messenger from among the Bani Israeel which is our Prophet (peace 


and blessings be upon him), indicating that he will come with a new legislation 
36 


guiding towards Paradise”. 


35. SOLS Jal sul & gil bagegll logs ge B Pde ell olive! af 


What is the belief of our illustrious scholars regarding the Torah present today? 
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The belief of our illustrious scholars is that the Torah which is available today has 
undergone changes”. This is substantiated with the fact that there is no mention of 
Paradise and Hell and resurrection and recompense (in the present Torah) when 
these are the most important things mentioned in the books of Allah. What also 
attests to the fact that the Torah has undergone changes is that it mentions the 
demise of Musa (peace be upon him) in the last chapter whereas he is the one who 
had received the revelation. 


36. 8 yl) 3 slolixel US 
What is your belief regarding Zaboor (Psalms)? 
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I believe that the Zaboor (Psalms) is a scripture from amongst the scriptures of 
Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) revealed upon Dawood (peace be upon him) 
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comprising of prayers, supplications, advices and intelligence. It does not contain 
any legal rulings because Dawood (peace be upon him) was instructed to follow the 
Shari*ah (legislation) of Musa (peace be upon him) *. 


37. SLAM 3 solael US 
What is your belief regarding the Injeel (Evangel)? 
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I believe that the Injeel (Evangel) is a scripture from amongst the scriptures of 
Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) revealed upon Isa (peace be upon him) * in order to 
explain the true creed, call the creation toward the oneness of the Creator, abrogate 


some of the peripheral rulings of the Torah according to the need, and to give glad 
tidings for the coming of the seal of Prophet s (peace and blessings be upon him) *”. 


38. $y Vl Uplall LAM 3 pe ell slice! US 


What is the belief of our illustrious scholars regarding the Injeel (Evangel) which is 
available today? 


Be Pg Stel pL ade eeall 5 fag Sey Wal aad auf a oD shoal Jey Sf ede cll Sti 
52S Serth gba) S28 y Mall yo eSB SN alls V5 oe Ky ley 9 By Gaby » 
day Yl oe lac be Lelll le Iglge daee gile oye JSb ell A} dL ale ue bape aby oS dey ola yb 


38 


Cy 

[105 sctiNt] {ogbta coats es iM Gt SH sas Se ygih b ES ily}: Shs Sb: ypiill ob bee 
39 

Cc) 

Blick gig CAR ab ei SUITS BG Gye abel os La) Bikeas ips Gil coy @ayUT le Wag}: Jw JB 

[46 -bssteli] {Ki thee jay sky ang Ge BH GH Ws 

CO) 


Saag Wag BBE Gye Cos Gh Wd) Bad SS AlN Ios St dalla) a jet Gi! ant JB Sig} s Sls JE 
[6 :deadi] {Speed ew Whe hb Oty paste Lb Ladi dant oe Ye ot 
34 


The belief of our illustrious scholars is that the Injeel (Evangel) which is available 
today has four editions authored by four different people some of whom did not 
even see Isa (peace be upon him). The four people are: Mark, Matthew, Luke and 
John. Each edition is contradictory to the other in many of their statements. The 
Christians have had many bibles apart from these four. However, it was more than 
200 hundred years since Isa (peace be upon him) was raised up to the heavens that 
they decided to abolish all of them except from four"! to stay away from multiple 
contradictions and to avoid discrepancies. 


39. § yall 3 solel aS 

What is your belief regarding the Quran? 
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I believe that the glorious Quran is a scripture revealed by Allah (Pure and Exalted 

is He) upon the most esteemed of Prophet s, Muhammad (peace and blessing be 

upon him), which is the last revealed book by the al-Mighty. It abrogated all 

previous scriptures and its rulings will remain until the day of resurrection”. It is 

impossible to change or alter it*’. It is one of the greatest signs of the Prophethood 


of our Prophet, Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him), since it is the 
greatest miracle. 


40. §S\jrall hele Sl shall oS ee YI 


Why is the Quran regarded as the greatest miracle? 
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The Quran is the greatest miracle as it is a sign which is intellectual and remaining 
throughout time witnessed at all times through the eye of understanding. Other 
miracles besides the Quran ended with the ending of its time leaving no traces of it 
except for the narrations. The reason for the inimitability of the Quran is that it 
reached such a pinnacle in eloquence and rhetorical brilliance that transcends 
human capacity. The Prophet (sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) challenged the pure 
Arabs who were the most eloquent of people in language and the clearest in 
rhetoric and expression. And in his time they had attained a stage in eloquence that 
astounds minds and leaves intellects in awe. He remained with them for twenty- 
three years most emphatically challenging them through the Quran. He (sallallahu 
alayhi wa sallam) stood bold against their criticisms and their provocative audacity 
to come forth and challenge it. 


At times, they were asked to bring a chapter like the Quran by taking assistance 
from whomsoever they wished among the human and jinn kind and at times they 
were told of their incapability regarding achieving such an objective . They were 
people of lowly desires, bigotry and intolerance. They were all powerless to respond 
and so they digressed from opposing it with their speech, (choosing instead) to 
oppose it with their swords. If the Arabs of that time (who were masters in 
eloquence and rhetoric) were incapable [to produce a single chapter like the Quran] 
then all those after them will most definitely be unable to [produce something 
similar to it]. 
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Over 1300 years have passed since that time and none could be found amongst the 
people of eloquence but that they have submitted or surrendered (to the 
miraculous nature of the Quran). This proves that it is not the speech of a man 
rather it is the speech of the Creator who is all powerful and omnipotent. He 
revealed it in conformation of his Prophet (Muhammad peace and blessings be 
upon him) and to affirm his speech. 
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This reasoning alone is sufficient to prove the phenomenon of the Quran. 
However, there are some other reasons also along with it [to prove its miraculous 
nature]: 


1) It informs regarding unseen events which occurred as informed 

2) It does not cause boredom to the ears after repetition 

3) It comprises knowledge that was unknown to the Arabs and non-Arabs 

4) It informs about previous nations whereas the Prophet (peace and blessings 
be upon him) was unlettered, not able to read or write, due to him not being 
in need through revelation so that this may be a miracle more deserving of 
acceptance. 
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Fourth discussion: regarding belief in the Messenger s (peace and 
blessing be upon them) 


1. § Mla ot Jy, lee) US 


What is the belief regarding the Messenger s of Allah (the Exalted)? 
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I believe that Allah has Messenger s which he sent out of His compassion and 
excellence to give glad tiding to the righteous and to give warnings to the 
wrongdoers. They inform the people what is required from them from a religious 
and worldly perspective” and what is beneficial for them through which they can 
gain a high status (in the sight of Allah). They are assisted with clear signs and 
magnificent miracles. The first Messenger was Adam and the last was Muhammad 
(peace and blessing be upon him). 


42. § ll gar b 
What is the meaning of nabi (Prophet)? 
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*6 to whom a Shari‘ah was revealed even if he was not 


A nabi (Prophet) is a human 
ordered to propagate it*”. If he is ordered to propagate it then he is called a rasool 
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(Messenger). Likewise, every rasool (Messenger) is a nabi (Prophet) but not every 
nabi (Prophet) is a rasool (Messenger ). 


43. Sane da - 


How many Prophet s are there? 
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The exact number of Prophet s is unknown**. However, twenty five of them are 
mentioned in the Glorious Quran. They are: 1) Adam, 2)Idrees, 3) Nooh, 4)Hood, 
5)Salih, 6) Ibrahim 7)Loot, 8)Ismaeel, 9)Ishaaq, 10)Yaqoob, 11)Yusuf, 12)Ayoob, 
13)Shu‘aib, 14)Musa, 15)Haroon, 16)Zul-Kifl, 17) Dawood, 18)Sulayman, 19)Ilyaas, 
20)al-Ya*sa, 21) Yunus, 22)Zakaria, 23) Yahya, 24)Isa, 25)Muhammad (peace and 
blessing upon them all). They are also Messenger s. 


44. $d ;>ah\ bo 
What is a mu jiza (inimitable miracle)? 
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A mu jiza (inimitable miracle) is an extraordinary action appearing on the hand of a 
person who claims Prophet hood according to the request of the people to defeat 
those that reject (the Prophet ) by asking them to present the same. 


45. Sele sari le djeeckl jb) 3 41 L 
What is the wisdom for making a miracle appear on the hands of the Prophet s? 
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The wisdom in making a miracle appear on the hands of the Prophet s is a 
testimony (to the fact) that they are truthful in their claim. [This is] because every 
claim which is not supported with sound evidence remains unheard. This is also a 
means to differentiate between those that are truthful and those that are untruthful 
in their claim (of Prophethood). This (miracle) represents Allah saying, “My servant 
has spoken the truth in his claim (of Prophethood)”’. 


46. S((Gas Gre) dbs abl Js plas Ac US 5 celWl gro fe djrall A> dey Le 


What is the reason for a mu jiza (inimitable miracle) to testify to the truthfulness of 
Prophet s, and for it to be like Allah said, “My servant has spoken the truth’’? 
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A mu jiza (inimitable miracle) testifying to the truthfulness of Prophet s may be 
understood from the following example — and for Allah is the most exalted 
description - if a person was to stand in a large congregation in front of a respected 
and wise king and say, “O people, I am this king’s Messenger to you. He entrusted 
me to you and sent me to deliver his instructions. He is knowledgeable of what I 
am saying, he is listening to my speech and he is seeing me. To show that I am 
speaking the truth I shall request him that he goes against his normal practice and 
he accepts my request in it.” Thereafter, he says to the king, “If I am truthful in my 
claim then go against your practice and stand three times repeatedly”’, and the king 
does so. Through this, the congregation received ilm daruri (necessary knowledge) 
that he is truthful in his speech. 


The king standing up against his habitual practice was in substitute of the king 
verbally certifying him in his claim (with his speech). (After this event) no one will 
doubt him that he is the Messenger of the king. 
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The Prophet s (peace be upon them) all claimed that they were sent by Allah (the 
Exalted) for mankind. He was knowledgeable of their claim, hearing them and 
looking at them. When they requested Allah (the Exalted) for a mu jiza (inimitable 
miracle) which is out of human control, He helped them by bring the mu jiza 
(inimitable miracle) to assist them and certify them in their claim by making the 
mu jiza (inimitable miracle) appear on their hands. This is like verification through 
speech; rather, it necessitates their truthfulness in their claim of Prophet hood. 
Because the verification of the most wise, most powerful, all knowing master, is 
impossible for a liar, especially when the truthfulness (of the Prophet s) is 
substantiated with mu jizat (inimitable miracles) symbolic to their renowned 
attributes and conditions which have reached the epitome of good conduct and 
perfection. 


AT. S polly B5rall egy Gill Le 


What is the difference between mu jiza (inimitable miracles) and magic? 
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Magic is such a thing that is apparently supernatural [but] can be opposed as it is 
based on causes. This [supernatural] incident will manifest at the hands of the 
person who learns and effectuates these causes. In reality, they are not supernatural 
but rather they are an optical illusion. 
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A mu jiza (inimitable miracle) is supernatural in its essence and cannot be opposed. 
Therefore, a magician cannot duplicate a mu jiza (inimitable miracle) of a 
Messenger, such as, bringing the dead back to life and changing a stick into a snake. 
It is for this reason that the magicians of Firown (Pharaoh) believed in Musa (peace 
be upon him) when his staff changed into a real snake and swallowed their staffs 
and ropes because they knew that this is impossible through magic. 
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The source of magic is based on the evil of the soul which is a cause of 
destruction”. The source of mu jizat (inimitable miracles) is the purity of the soul 
which is a cause of righteousness and guidance. 


48. SAal Vy Sjmeall oe Gyall be 


What is the difference between a mu jiza (inimitable miracle) and karamah 
(miracles of divine favour)? 
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A karamah (miracle of divine favour) is a supernatural action manifesting on the 
hands of a wali (friend of Allah) without him claiming Prophethood; whereas a 
mu jiza (inimitable miracle) is accompanied with the claim of Prophet hood. 
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A wali (a friend of Allah) is a person who recognises Allah and his attributes, exerts 


himself in performing righteous deeds, safeguards himself from sins and evil 
actions and refrains from giving in to his ego and lowly desires”. 
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The manifestation of a karamah (miracle of divine favour) on the hands of a friend 
of Allah is a honour from Allah and a sign of his acceptance and nearness to Him. 
It (.e. the karamah) is like a mu jiza (inimitable miracle) of the Prophet whose 
ummah that wali is from. A wali (friend of Allah) will only be a wali when he 
testifies to the Prophethood of that Prophet and submits to his rulings. However, if 
he claims Prophethood independently and does not follow his Messenger and a 
“karamah” manifests on his hands, he will not be regarded as a friend of Allah, 
rather he will be regarded as an enemy of Allah and a friend of Shaytaan*’. Like 
Allah has pointed out addressing the Prophet (sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) in the 
Quran regarding those that assume that they are the beloved of Allah: 
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(Say, if you love Allah then follow me (Muhammad sallallahu alayhi wa sallam), 
Allah will then love you and forgive your sins. Allah is Most Forgiving, Most 


Merciful. Say, obey Allah and the Messenger, if they turn away, then surely Allah 
does not like the disbelievers.) 


49. SoS! ade elu U He Ils 
What is necessary for the Prophet s (peace be upon them)? 
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There are four qualities which each Prophet must have: 1) sidq (truthfulness) 2) 


amanah (trustworthiness) 3) tableeg (propagation) 4) al-fataana (completion and 
excellence). 
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What is meant with sidq is that their statements are actualities and in complete 
accordance to what transpires, and falsehood does not occur from them at all. 
Amana refers to their outward bodies and inward selves being safeguarded from 
falling into the displeasure of Allah, that Being who chose them from among the 
entire creation”. The meaning of tableeg is that they propagate to the people that 
which Allah instructed them to propagate without concealing anything”. Al- 
Patanah refers to them being the most complete creation in regards to nobility and 
understanding. 


50. Sp Sally Shall aegle ell fo ores Idle 
What is impossible for the Messenger s (peace and blessings be upon them)? 
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There are four qualities which are impossible for the Prophet s to have: lying, 
disobedience, treachery and negligence. Likewise, all those attributes which are 
regarded by the people as deficiencies are impossible for them even if they are not 
classified as sins such as lowly profession or linage, or a quality which contradicts 
the wisdom (mission) of Prophethood, like deafness and muteness. 
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If disobedience is impossible for the Prophet s, then how did Adam (peace be 
upon him) eat form the forbidden tree? 
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Adam (peace be upon him) ate from the tree out of forgetfulness, Allah (the 
Exalted) says: (We certainly commanded Adam (peace be upon him) before, but he 
forgot and We did not find him to be determined). A forgetful person is not 
regarded as disobedient and will therefore not be punished. However, attributing 
‘isyaan (disobedience) to Adam (peace be upon him) in the statement of Allah, 
“(Adam (peace be upon him) broke the command of his Lord and deviated. 
Thereafter, his Lord chose him, accepted his repentance and made him steadfast on 
guidance)”, was due to the apparent opposition [to the command] that took place 
because of forgetfulness stemming from not taking full precaution. As for the 
contradiction that takes place out of forgetfulness, it is not classified as 
disobedience. However, it was considered disobedience looking at Adam’s noble 
status and great position. And a small mistake by a person of high status is regarded 
as a big mistake”. 
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As for Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) reprimanding Adam (peace be upon him) 
upon that action by sending him down to the world, the acknowledgement of 
Adam (peace be upon him) of his mistake and his haste towards seeking 
forgiveness, all of these things increase his status and increase his reward. 
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Likewise, all those actions which are attributed to the Prophet s as sins or 

disobedience are classified as such due to their high status. This disobedience is in 

relation to their complete obedience, not that they are like the sins and 

disobedience of others because those actions that took place from the Prophet s 

were either due to different interpretations, forgetfulness or were unintentional. 

However, their acknowledgement of their mistake and repenting from it, increased 


them in their recognition and fear of Allah and their piety so that they may increase 
in their reward, closeness and status in front of Allah. 
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52. SpSull ade els 3h) 3 596 Idk 


What is possible for the Prophet s (peace be upon them)? 
gy ply SIT All wel S pad S) goss Y Bi dy tall Yale g3b5 pdLull ale clas Ye 554 
BHI ye BH ipo Ny ileal LS Uy Bacay 2g Lolly Call ally 34 eljely aly gob 
ya S) gop) Le pall de 558 be pede p98 pat oe 83 Cand gil 


It is possible for the Prophet s to possess human qualities that do not lead to a 
deficiency in their lofty status, such as eating, drinking, experiencing hunger and 
thirst, feeling warm or cold, feeling tired, feeling at ease, to be sick and healthy. 
Likewise, to adopt a profession which is not disgraceful or despicable such as trade 
[is permissible] because they are humans. It is possible upon them that what is 
possible upon other humans as long as it does not lead to any deficiency in their 
status. 
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What is the wisdom for Prophet s to befall sicknesses and suffering? 
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The wisdom for Prophet s to be affected with sicknesses and sufferings although 
they are the best of creation and are free from any deficiency, is to increase their 
reward and to demonstrate their submission and steadfastness in the obedience of 
Allah which becomes the foundation for the people to adopt. It is possible for 
calamities and agony to befall them. It should also be known that the world is a 
place of trials and tests and not a place of honour and excellence, and so that no 
one can claim lordship for any of them (Prophet s) when they witness clear 
miracles occurring upon the hands of those Prophet s and that they know that it is 
[the occurrence of miracle from them] simply by the will and creating of Allah (the 
Exalted) and no other. And they, despite their great esteem and high position, are 
servants [of Allah too] and dependent [from Allah] in attracting benefit and 
repelling harm”. 
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54. Sp Sully sda ale lw g> B ses gh ot be Lede Le 


What is a summary regarding what is necessary for us to believe in regarding the 
Prophet s (peace and blessings be upon them)? 
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We believe that the Prophet s (peace and blessings be upon them) are attributed 
with the most distinct qualities and are free outwardly and inwardly from actions or 
statement of disgrace. Further, it is possible for them to possess human qualities 
that do not lead to a deficiency in their lofty status. Allah selected them from 


amongst the entire creation and sent them to the people so that they can practice 
upon His instructions and legislations. 
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They do not differ in the principles of religion since it is the foundation as it is 
related to creed in which multiple additions or changes are not accepted”. 
However, they differed in some legal rulings since that is a peripheral [issue], which 
are related to actions which wisdom requires that they change with the changing of 
nations, times, places, conditions and temperaments. 


55. Fell cle oe deg ade atl ho bad le jbl Cine £ 


What are the distinguishing attributes of our Prophet (peace and blessings be upon 

him) over all of the other Prophet s (peace be upon them)? 
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The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) is distinct from other Prophet s in 

three qualities:1)he is the best of the Prophet s; 2) he was sent to the entire 
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mankind; 3) and he is the seal of Prophet hood and no Prophet will come after 
him’. 


56. Sell FE fog ale al Jo las oS 


Why is our Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) the seal of all Prophet s? 
yb J] Poleyly «SLI sale GS} GEN Sgeo cls Slay] ARS OY clei FE Joey ade al bo las g6 Uy 
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Our Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) is the seal of all Prophet s because 
the wisdom of sending Prophet s is to invite the creation towards the Creator, to 
guide them towards the straight path in matters of the world and the hereafter, to 
inform the people regarding the unseen which is hidden from their eyes and those 


conditions that will befall them regarding which they have never thought, to 
present them with definitive proofs, and to remove false confusions. 
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The clear-cut Shari‘ah has taken upon its self to explain all of these things in the 
most excellent manner, in such a way that all nations in all times, places and 
condition can abide by it. Therefore, there is no need for another Prophet after 
him since perfection has reached its limit. This is the reason why he is sent for the 
entire creation since he is the most complete among them in disposition and 
character. 
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57. § slosh ST G ya Madi ale gute gh ae ola Ae deny ae atl fo lad gy) sl US 
How can we say that our Prophet is the seal of all Prophet s when Isa (peace be 
upon him) will descend at the end of time? 
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Isa (peace be upon him) will descend at the end of time” and regulate according to 
the Shari‘ah of our Prophet (peace be upon him) and not his own Shari*ah”’, 
because his Shariah has been abrogated due to the termination of the period 
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wherein acting upon it was applicable as was required by (Divine) Wisdom. So he 
will be like a khalifa of our Prophet (peace and blessing be upon him) and a deputy 
on his behalf in establishing his Shart‘ah within this ummah. This is something that 
(in fact) highlights our Prophet being the Seal of all Prophet s. 


58. Sng ade ail fo lug Dljrne J $31 


Inform me regarding the mu jizat (inimitable miracles) of our Prophet (peace and 
blessings be upon him)? 
9 LET 5 clayS! yb Lact gm ye SI oll athens op? eS ley ade atl bo a4 las Cljere oy! 
els LSU Ye ST ye yi Lele BL AT al, ol] dey $3 3 y clay cl 


Verily, the mu jizat (inimitable miracles) of our Prophet Muhammad (peace and 
blessings be upon him) are many. From amongst his mu jizat (inimitable miracles) 
is the Quran which is his greatest, splendid and magnificent miracle. We have 
previously mentioned the reason for it being the greatest miracle and, that it is an 
remaining and everlasting miracle brought by the seal of all Prophet s. 
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From amongst his mu jizat (inimitable miracles) is water gushing forth from 
between his fingers while in his travel when the Sahabah were faced with excessive 
thirst and there was none except a little water. He placed his blessed hands in the 
water and it increased more than that which sufficed for those that were present to 


fulfil their needs with®’. From among his mu jizat is the increasing of small amount 
of food until it became enough for many people. This took place multiple times®’. 
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[There are] many other inimitable miracles which have been mentioned in the 
books that prove his Prophethood™. 


59. § dug Ade all ro lad Bee CI 


How was the life of our Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him)? 
9 JUS Yaet Si a8y GLY! le peall ane dg ale ah ro las Spee gh fe GBM, ele Yl oy 8 
tal daly & pmedl ps Y OS 


It has been unanimously agreed upon that the life of our Prophet (peace and 
blessings be upon him) ts the best of lives. Even the non-Muslims have 
acknowledged its beauty - and how could it not be so when it (the beauty of his 
life) is (as obvious) as the Sun at midday? 


oS gl J GI BN 48 le VY poh Vail y BUN, mally gall alo aly clad, Jeol 
525 Slee Sas gl ada USS ey — SU aol ST AG Noly SUM Lak 3 0 Std Slt a 
is YY sense 3 Sgity gle Lae ce bly elll actly - SAN al ys 
The experts of genealogy mention that the Prophet *s (peace be upon him) lineage 
is the most honourable and most noble from amongst all people. He would join 
ties, support the needy, and he had a lot of forbearance and patience. His character 
was that of forgiving, tolerance, kindness and gentleness. He would not seek 
revenge except when it was [in exchange of] a right of the Creator or creation. He 
would very often remain silent pondering over the kingdom. When he would talk, 
his speech was jaami al-kalim i.e. few words comprising of great meaning filled with 
wisdom. He was the most eloquent of people in speech, at times he would joke and 
he would only speak the truth in his jokes. 
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He had complete conviction in the protection from Allah in every condition. He 
would attack when the bravest would waver and remain steadfast upon his position 
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during all horrors. He was extremely humble, but despite his humility and 
pleasantness, was a presence of such awe unknown to any other human, to such an 
extent that none of his Sahabah would fixate their gaze upon his noble face. They 
would remain in his company in the most respectable of manners like birds were 
seated upon their heads. None would interrupt the speech of the other, and no 
faults were mentioned in his gatherings. 
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The pagans [of Makkah], since his childhood, would call him ‘the Trustworthy’. 
After he clatmed Prophethood, his enemies - despite the severity of their enmity 
and hankering for criticising him - found in him no reason of defamation. He 
would teach the people wisdom and legal rulings, and would invite them to the 
house of submission (Paradise). Verily, those that followed him succeeded in virtue 
of their actions and knowledge. And those that did not follow him were affected by 
his presence and character. 
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Allah made his religion dominant over every other religion and many will praise 
him in the best of manners and others will oppose him till the day of resurrection. 
Whosoever studies the life of the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) 
comprising his honourable traits, he will know that he is the most noblest of 
creation in his inward and outward attributes. 


63 
(2 


cl pw Al AS Aer (Breall War 9 Blpare! alive rele 9 ale dl lr Lares dew )) lS SI arly 9 
bel 5 ear ad ail dad> pl 
52 


peat 


. 


PVNesdb gldl 


Fifth discussion: regarding the belief in the day of resurrection 


60. $4 ale) ges ley SV) excl le 
What is the day of resurrection and what does it mean to believe in the day of 
resurrection? 
oly sme SI oa bets Pagd ye 4d tll yi Slab 43 Cats «Sigel plas Bye 58 35°) baal Li 
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The Last Day will be a day of great dread wherein even children will become white- 
haired™. The people will rise from their graves and will be gathered on a plain field 
for reckoning after which they will be rewarded or punished. 


Believing in this day is to affirm that the [last] day will certainly come, and that all 
what is mentioned in the Quran and Hadith regarding it will certainly come to pass. 


61. $4 alex leg 59) esl @ sea lle 


What is your belief regarding the day of resurrection and those matters relating to 
it? 
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I firstly believe in the questioning of the grave and its bounties or punishment, and 
the resurrection of bodies and that the creation will return like it started, then the 
reckoning, the scales, and that the book of deeds will either be given in the right or 
left hand, the bridge after which the believers will enter Paradise - the Abode of 
everlasting bliss - and the disbelievers will enter Hell - the Abode of painful 


punishment. 
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62. Salic gh act pall Sgug slslinel US 


What is your belief regarding the questioning of the grave and its bounties and 
punishments? 
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I believe that when the deceased is entered into the grave, his soul is returned to his 
body to the extent that he will be able to comprehend speech and be able to reply. 
Thereafter, two angels will come and question him regarding his Lord, his Prophet 


and the religion he was upon and regarding the commandments that Allah 
instructed him to carryout”. 
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If the deceased is from amongst those that believed and performed righteous 
actions, he will reply in the best manner to the questions with the will of Allah 
without any fearing it or trembling. Allah will remove the veils from his eyes and a 
door from the doors of Paradise will open and he will experience its great bounties. 
It will be said to him that this is the reward for that person who was in the world 
on the straight path. 
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If the deceased is a non-believer or a hypocrite, he will be confound not knowing 
what to say in reply to the questions. So, they (the 2 angels) will punish him at that 
time with a severe punishment. The veils before his eyes will be removed and a 
door from amongst the doors of Hell fire will open. He will experience different 
types of torments and sufferings and they will say to him that this is the outcome of 


that person who disbelieved in Allah and followed his whims and desires”. 


63. Sad gh oda gh LS Jeb LAM act aad bby glade be , Lal al [st 1) 


If an animal eats a person or a person fell into the sea and he was eaten by the fish 
in the sea, will he be questioned (after which he will either be) punished or 
rewarded? 
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Yes, every person that passes away will be questioned after which he will either be 
rewarded or punished. There is no difference between a person being buried and a 
person being eaten by an animal or by a fish in the sea. Allah has power over all 
things and He is the knower of all things. 


64. $US oye ek oll ord igh GSB pas gh Odd F Sbady cdo gy al] ols Call 613] 


If the soul of a deceased is returned to the body and he is questioned, he will either 
be rewarded or punished, then why is it that humans cannot see this? 
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Allah veils their eyes from that as a test to make it evident who brings faith in the 
unseen and who does not from amongst the doubters. If all the people were to see 
it, they all would have believed and then there would be no difference amongst the 
people. The righteous would not be distinguished from the wretched and the good 
from the bad. 
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65. § cadll laze lee TLL og Jo 


Is there any example regarding this which will make it easier for our 
comprehension? 
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Yes, the example of that is of a sleeping person who experiences bounties that he 
derives pleasure from and makes him happy or he experiences a sight which makes 
him sad and distressed. A person who is sitting next to him and looking at him 
does not see what he sees and he is not aware of what is happening to him. 
Likewise, a deceased person in his grave experiences happiness or grief and none of 
the living are aware or know about his condition. 


66. Sole (oa \S abl Sly clue tt lel US 


What is the belief regarding resurrection of the body and that the creation will 
return like it started? 
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We believe that Allah will resurrect people back to life after their death for the 


second time like the first time they were brought forth. They will rise from their 
graves and will be gathered in one place known as the mawgaf”. 


67. SLsL tole! US 


What is your believe regarding the reckoning (hisaab)? 
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I believe that after Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) will gather the people to their 
gathering place. [The actions of] each person will be reckoned upon which the 
person will confess the good and bad actions he performed. The limbs of the non- 
believers will testify against them. All people will come to know of their actions, 
proof will be established against them and no excuse will remain for them 
(Whoever has done an atom’s weight of good will see it and whoever has done an 
atom’s weight of evil will see it). 


68. SCS cllasl, slybl Sslisel US 


What is your belief regarding the scales and the distribution of the books of deeds? 
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I believe that after Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) has taken account of the people 
and they will be made to admit regarding the deeds they performed, their actions 
will be weighed to show each person how much he performed”. Whosoever’s 
good actions outweigh his bad action in the scale, he will receive his book in his 
right hand and will be in ultimate success. [Likewise,] a person whose bad deeds 
outweigh his good deeds, he will receive his book of deeds in his left hand and will 
be in ultimate loss”. 


69. Sbipal sole aS 


What is your believe regarding the bridge? 
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The Bridge stretches over Hell-fire for people to cross over it. The feet of the 
obedient believers will remain firm and they will cross over it into Paradise. Some 
of them will cross over it at the speed of lightning, some will cross over it at the 
speed of a horse, and others will be crawling over the bridge. The feet of the 
disbelievers and the wrong doers from amongst the believers will slip and they will 
fall into the Hellfire. It is not very perplexing for the fortunate ones to be granted 


an easy crossing over the Bridge by the same Being who grants birds the ability to 
fly in the air”. 


70. Se5ei\ els sol ity Jo 


Will anyone intercede on that day? 


The Prophet, friends of Allah, the practicing scholars and the martyrs will intercede 
on that day”. 


71. Saolaadh al Sl ye aids g} 
In whose favour will be the intercession of those that have been granted 
permission to intercede? 
cmelall esl paw 3 opits 


They will intercede on behalf of some disobedient believers”. 
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72. § USI cya Jol 3 Jol pats Jo 
Will anyone intercede on behalf of the non-believers? 
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It is impossible for the Prophet s and those besides them to address Allah in favour 
of the non-believers due to them knowing that the punishment has been decreed 
upon them and Allah (Pure is He) will not accept their intercession. Allah (the 
Most High) says: (Who is there that can intercede before Him without His 
permission?) and He (the Exalted) says: (on that day intercession will benefit only 
those whom the Most Merciful permits and those whose speech He is well 


pleased). 
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What is the Aauthar which Allah (Pure and exalted is He) gave to the Prophet 
(sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) as indicated in his speech,” (Verily We have granted 
you al-Kauthar)”? 


The Aauthar is a tiver in Paradise, its water is whiter than milk and sweeter than 
honey. The one who drinks simply a sip from its water will never feel thirsty”. 
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74. $ Lub ay gill 35h) SI Ls 


What will be the state of an obedient believer after reckoning? 
clara lye 3 Lui Lille 41 Jeo Ld oy sll -p3ll S&S 


An obedient believer will enter Paradise for ever in its eternal bliss. 
75. Stud! te alll si all SS be 


What will be the state of a non-believer or hypocrite after reckoning? 
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The state of a non-believer or a hypocrite after reckoning is that he will enter the 
Hellfire for ever whose torments and punishments will not be decreased. 


76. § ld! te golall osh! SAIL 
What will be the state of a disobedient believer after reckoning? 
“Noel Yd U6 GE bang leo cH F 48d slo fe B35 Ud) Gbe 
The state of a disobedient believer after reckoning is that if Allah forgives him, he 
will enter Paradise from the beginning for ever, and if he is not forgiven, he will be 


punished in Hellfire according to his sins after which he will be released and 
entered into Paradise”. 


77. Sad lL 
What is Paradise? 
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It is a place of all everlasting comforts, a place which contains what a person’s heart 
will desire and the eyes seek pleasure in. [It is] a place that no eye has ever seen, no 
eat has ever heard of and no thought of it has ever crossed one’s mind. 
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78. 8 pe be 
What is Hell fire? 
PB! Je LF Y Sl oY glgl ae Lo Slo -pihl Clisll plo 


It is a place of everlasting punishment, a place which contains all types of torments 
which have never crossed the mind. 
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Sixth discussion: regarding the believe in destiny 
79.5 yailly cleasl alieV\ Le 
What is our belief regarding Fate and Destiny? 
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We believe that all actions of a person - whether they are voluntary, such as 
standing, sitting, eating drinking, or non-voluntary, such as coming into existence — 
happen in accordance to the Will of Allah, the Exalted, and in accordance to His 
foreordination of them since pre-eternity in His knowledge of them before their 


time”. 


80. yyy calladl ae G Uygt Jee sell 9 SX Seb aah Stal att GIL! go Sle atl 613) 
If Allah is the creator of all the actions of man, is man then not compelled in all of 


his actions? How can a person who is compelled (in his actions) be deserving of 
reward or punishment? 
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Absolutely not, a person is not under compulsion. A person, through his will, can 
either perform good or bad actions. He has an intellect through which he can 
differentiate between the two. When he intends to perform a good action, the good 


action which he intended will manifest itself and he will be rewarded for the good 
action manifesting on his hands since it was suspended upon his intention. 
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However, if he intends to perform a bad action, the bad action will manifest itself 
and he will be punished for the bad action manifesting on his hands since it was 
suspended upon his intention”. 


81. Saal Je syns al all ol dy call Las Vee S51 


Mention an example close to our understanding which explains that man is not 
compelled in his actions? 
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Every human is able to recognise that he is not compelled in his actions by 
discerning between the movements of his hand whilst writing and whilst shivering 
for instance. He will attribute his hand's movement during writing to himself, and 
(can) say: 'I wrote out of my choice, through my own will’. As for his hand's 
movement from shivering, this cannot be attributed to himself and he will not say: 
‘I moved my hand’, but rather he would say: "That (movement) occurred without 
my choice’. 


82. § Sell Win oye slang ll, 


What is understood from this example? 
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Every person will understand through even the least amount of observation that 

actions ate of two types: The first type is those actions which are performed 

through ones choice and freewill, such as, eating, drinking, hitting an individual etc; 


and the second type of actions are those actions which take place without a 
person’s choice such as being born. 
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What will result from a person’s actions when they are voluntary (through personal 
choice)? 


A eo allel lel lial Ile Cafe Fb SI gly lysll le Cape Le CATS) Ale! sah Slasl 


The outcome of a person’s voluntary actions is that, if he performs good actions he 
will be rewarded and if he performs bad actions he will be punished”. As for non- 
voluntary actions, a person would not be taken to task for it. 


B4. (yds US oS yoely « golally pill plsh yo US pF Jad sl Byres Ub oe glide Id} 
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If a person were to hit another person out of oppression or hatred or were to do 
something similar, evil or sinful, and would say in excuse that it was predestined, 
will that excuse be accepted? 
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Such an excuse will never be accepted in the court of Allah or in front of any 
person, since the action was carried out with his own will, strength, desire, choice 
and intellect. 


85. Sod ia dose 5 $31 


Can you mention a summary of this discussion? 
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It is necessary for every mukallaf person(one who held responsible in sharia) to 
firmly belief that all actions, speech and movements regardless of them being good 
or bad take place through the will of Allah and his predestination and knowledge. 
However, good is with His Pleasure and evil is not through His pleasure. Every 
person possesses the will to perform voluntary actions and will be rewarded for the 
good actions and will be punished for the bad actions he performs. There is no 
excuse for performing bad actions and Allah is not in the least oppressive over His 
bondsmen. 
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dgh! Joluckl 3 X2lL\ 
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Conclusion: some important points 
86. § hal Sha ald & KG 554 Uo 

Are we allowed to discuss the essence of Allah through our intellect? 
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It is prohibited to talk regarding the essence of Allah through one’s intellect 
because the mind is limited, not capable to fully recognising the essence of the 


creator (Pure and Exalted is He). Allah will be unlike all thoughts that would pass a 


person’s mind. 
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If the mind is incapable to recognise the essence of Allah then how will one be able 
to recognise Allah when it is necessary for every person to recognise him? 


BLA 4 Aslies!l y dui ell g Dolgd alle 5 clall , pall 9 dazgll Ge alto ddpac Lat Sli ad po 9) 
The recognition of Allah is achieved through recognising His attributes, such as, 
His existence, pre-eternity, infinity, absolute dissimilarity from all contingent 


beings, self-subsistence, oneness, life, knowledge, omnipotence, will, hearing, seeing 
and speech. 


88. Fb Lak lal, Le lil an Shs al liye ob ch 


How can we recognise Allah (the Exalted) when we cannot see him with our eyes? 
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We recognise the existence of Allah (the Exalted) and the rest of His attributes 
thought the manifestation of His power in His perfect contingent creation. So 
perfect is His creation that it brings amazement to one’s mind, such as, the heavens 
and whatever it contains like the sun, moon, stars, and the earth and whatever it 
contains, such as, mines, trees and whatever is like it. Contingent beings from them 
are humans who ate created in the best of forms attributed with completeness and 
ate different due to their intellect”. Like a person sees a building and notices that it 
was built by someone, and a person who sees a book knows that it has an author, 
even though they have not seen them and not heard of them, in the same way 
whoever sees this mighty unique brilliant universe realises that it has a creator who 
is eternal, All knowing, omnipotent and wise 
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Is there any example of this among the creation that its existence is known and we 
cannot see it? 
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Yes, it’s like the soul. We believe that it exists even though we cannot see it. We at 
times see some of its effects; however, we cannot see it with our eyes and we 
cannot perceive its reality through our thoughts. Likewise, Allah (Pure and Exalted 
is He) even though we cannot see Him with our eyes and we cannot perceive the 
reality of His essence through our thoughts, we firmly believe in the existence of 
His essence which is attributed with the most complete of attributes. We can 
understand this by looking at the effects of His (Pure and Exalted is He) creation 
which are apparent. 
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Are we allowed to delve into the reality of the soul and discuss its essence? 
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That is impermissible, because the mind is unable to perceive its reality. Therefore, 
discussing the reality of the soul would be a waste of time. This is the greatest 
proof to show the limited capability of the mind since it is unable to understand the 
reality of the soul, whereas it is a creation within the human body, so how will one 
be able to perceive the reality of the Creator when there is nothing like Him”. 


91. $ peadly Sais dine alll 5) SE fo 


Is it possible to see Allah (Pure and Exalted is He) with the eyes? 
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Seeing Allah (the Exalted) with the eyes is possible rationally and will take place for 
the believers in Paradise as reported though transmission. Verily Allah (the Exalted) 
exists, and all that exists can be seen. Allah (the Exalted) says: (Many faces on that 
day will be resplendent looking at their Lord*’). 
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He will be seen through the eyes on the day of resurrection without any kayf 
(modality). The non-believers will be prevented from seeing Him to increase in 
them erief and regret. 
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Is the effect of the evil eye a reality? 
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Yes*’, it is from the nature of some souls that when they look at something with 
pleasure and fondness, they afflict the one observed with harm. However, these 
types of souls are very few; hence it is not appropriate for a person to occupy his 


thoughts with that and attribute everything that afflicts him with evil eye or black 
magic, as many women do, for that is hastiness. 
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How does the evil eye have an effect when it is the finest part of a person body, 
having no physical contact with the person looked at, and nothing coming out of it 
touching the person? 
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There is no objection for an intangible object to have a dramatic effect, and it is not 
a condition for there to be a (physical) connection. We see many people of high 
status and dignity that when they look at someone with anger, it causes fright and 
confusion in that person, and sometimes it even leads to destruction despite the 
fact that he (i.e. the person of authority) did not physically attack him. There 
happens to be no physical connection or touch between the one affected and the 
effector, [like] magnets attract metals despite the absence of physical attachment, 
and the absence of anything emerging from it necessitates the emergence of some 
kind of effect from it. In fact, intangible things possess a greater degree of effect 
than tangible objects, for tangible objects originate from intention and purpose, 
and those are from the physical attributes. Therefore, it is not improbable for the 
evil eye to affect that which it is casted upon despite it being intangible and the 
absence of a physical connection, and the absence of anything physical emerging 
from it. 
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Who are the best of people after the Prophet s (peace be upon them)? 
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The best of people after the Prophet s are the followers of Muhammad® (peace be 

upon him), and from amongst them the best are the honourable sahabah™ who 


remained in the company of our Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him), 
believed in him and followed the guidance that was sent with him. However, the 
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best of all of them are the four khw/afa (Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman and Ali — Allah is 
pleased with them-)”. 


95. Szlyahl le ol wll le 

What is esra and miraj? 
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Isra refers to the going of the Prophet (peace be upon him) from the masjid in 
Makkah to Masjid al-Aqsa in Quds at night. This has been established through the 
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masjid al-Aqsa to the heavens, and for the Prophets to come and gather in mala7 


. Meraj refers to him (1.e. the Prophet) ascending that very night from 


al-a‘la (highest place of Paradise) to honour them. This has been proven through 
sahih (authentic) narrations®’. This is an action which is possible, the truthful one 
(peace be upon him) informed us regarding it and therefore it is necessary that we 
keep this upon its apparent meaning, and this is not strange (like) that (of a) flying 
bird in the sky, and that he breaks the stars by its movement in a second, such a 
distance that men cannot travel even if they were to travel for 100 years. So for his 
beloved, the one who He chose over the entire creation, to ascend to the heavens 
in a short amount of time [is not farfetched], He has the power over everything and 
is the Knower of all. 
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Does supplication benefit the person who supplicates or for whom one is 
supplicating, and does zsa/ al-thawab (extending reward of righteous acts to others) 
benefit the deceased when the living gifts it to the dead®. 
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Charity is encouraged and supplicating to and turning to Allah is desired. Both of 
these are beneficial before Him (the Exalted) for the living and the dead. 
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Are the blessings of Paradise spiritual or physical. Similarly, the punishment of 
Hellfire how is it? Are they everlasting or do they come to an end? 
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Paradise comprises of two types of blessings: spiritual and physical blessings. 
Spiritual blessings is the enjoyment of the soul such as tasbeeh (praising Allah), 
worshipping Allah, seeing Allah and being informed that Allah is pleased with him. 
The enjoyment of the soul is such as eating, drinking and marrying. Likewise, 
Hellfire comprises of two types of punishments: spiritual punishments and physical 
punishments. The blessings of Paradise and the punishments of Hellfire will never 
be intervened®’, and their inhabitants will remain in there for ever”’. Both Paradise 
and Hell are in existence at this moment”. 
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Can a wali (friend of Allah) reach the status of a Prophet ? 
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A wali (friend of Allah) can never reach the status of a Prophet nor can a person 
ever be exempted from the commandments of Allah as long as he has sense and is 


mature where he is exempted from the commandments (do’s and don’ts) and 
permits for himself what he likes””. Whoever claims this, he will become a kafir. 
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Likewise, a person will become a kafir who thinks that the shari‘ah has an inward 
meaning which is contrary to the apparent meaning i.e. its literal meaning. He 
interprets the definitive texts and bases them on their unapparent meanings, like a 
person who thinks that angels refers to a high intelligence and shayateen (devils) 
refer to a person who is highly deluded. 
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Who is a mujatahid, and who are those mujtahideen whose opinions have to be 
followed? 


OPEB 9 GyLell oguate Le als 838 aT Cet II esl g clpergett g Ae pill sels back Lath yo act 
cx beg Salt oy lel daze gh th g dal bye SEV 4 agelsl lo ish Feel sll yore oa 
Pe 92 May ll gm Lbs oleh LEI LE g ge al 52) ee ge tel g pala) aayal ge dA y coll 
9 KS Was A BN WLI Coys go cH aba ee Yoladl oye opbencl Le 5950 alee! bans fh of 
elyee oF FH cal MSE Vg Bye wall VW pete ghee gorly LU ad AYE pe bell lhe Jil 

- Sybll 


A mujtahid is he who has encompassed the majority of the principles of sharia and 
its texts, and is able to practise upon it in a way which enables him to understand 
the objective of the lawmaker (Allah). And the mujtahidun are many. 'The- mujtahidun 
whose following is accepted and whose opinion are taken are four: Abu Hanifah, 
Malik, Ash Shafi’, and Ahmad Ibn Hanbal. The w/ama have selected the following 
of these four and not of others who have also reached the level of #tzhad due to the 
magnitude of masaail (rulings) which they extracted, because of their dedication to 
that, to an extent that there are very few cases whose judgements they did not 
explain, and due to the transmission of their ~adhaahib (schools of thought) in a 
mannet of /awaatur (mass transmission). Therefore, it is necessary to follow any one 
of them except due to necessity; otherwise, it may lead to sa/feeq”’ leading a person 
to go astray from the right path. 
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100. § fold aed) & gdeel st 1 
Why do the mujtahideen differ is some rulings? 
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Verily the ujtahidun (expetts in the science of Islamic Law ) neither differed in the 
principles of deen nor in the foundations of its branches because of its 
establishment through absolute evidence. They only differed in a range of 
peripheral issues due to the absence of a decisive text regarding it; for 
encompassing the fine details is not possible, and difference of opinion is a source 
of mercy, and every one of them (ujtahidun) spent his utmost energy in extracting 
the ruling from the Quran and Sunnah according to what was evident to them”. 
Therefore whoever was correct then for him is two rewards, and whoever erred 
then for him is a single reward due to his attempt in extracting that which is correct 
according to his capability. Difference of opinion is a source of mercy for the 
ummah, and it necessitates ease upon the people and prevents them from falling in 
difficulty and hardship. So whenever a person is in a dite situation he may act upon 
that which is easy, otherwise he may act upon that which is precautionary or 
appropriate or that which is mote clear. 
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What are the signs of the Last Hour? 
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From among the signs of the Last Hour are: the Dajja?”, he is a man, blind in one 
eye. He will emerge at a time when the religion will be taken lightly and people will 
have turned away from sacred knowledge. He will claim divinity and will show 
some wonders. He will be followed by those who ate weak in their belief and 
conviction. From among the signs of the Last Hour is the appearance of an 
animal”® (beast) from earth, he will recognise people from their faces, those that are 
believers he will assign them a sign showing that they are believers, and those that 
are disbelievers, he will assign them a sign showing that they are disbelievers. He 
will inform people about their situations. From among the sigs of the Last Hour is 
the rising of the sun from the West”’. That day the doors of repentance will close 
and no one’s repentance will be accepted. Another sign is the appearance of yajooj 
and majoo”*, they are a type of people who created a lot of corruption upon the 
earth in ancient history. When Zul Qarnain arrived to their place, their neighbours 
complained to him. He fell pity for their condition, they were residing between 
two narrow mountains so he built a high wall made from iron and pored over it 
molten copper. It became a strong barrier not easy to perforate and not to climb 
over it. When the time comes for them to emerge the barrier will be removed one 
way or the other and they will spread over the earth. They will create corruption on 
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the earth from the east to the west and from the north to the south. The people of 
earth will turn to their Master (Allah) to remove their evil and oppression, so Allah 
will destroy them and he will decide to eliminate their trace. And from among the 
signs is the descension of Isa (peace be upon him). This is when most of the 
Muslims will be in fina and they will be faced with continuous tribulations. The 
actions of this ummah will be overtaken. Thereafter, all adversities will be removed 
from the people, the Daja/ will be killed, and the people will be saved from the 


horrors”. 
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Who is fortunate? 
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The fortunate one is the pious believer, an upholder of the rights of Allah and the 
rights of the creation, a follower of the shari’ah outwardly and inwardly, one who 
turns away from the ornaments of this world, for he is the fortunate one and he is 
100 We ask Allah to inspire us to that 
and to make us from the followers of the best tradition. And praise be to Allah, 


the one for whom there is goodness and more 


through whose blessings good acts are completed, and may the purest of salutation 
be upon the most gracious of Prophets (Muhammad sallallahu alayhi wa sallam). 
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The actual work was collated by the late author based on his answers on a 
selection of some 102 theological questions. The topics chosen were all 
related thematically to a unique aspect of Sunni Islamic creed and how 
they may inspire the Muslim reader to envisage the aspiration of 
contemplating on the beliefs related via divine origin. 


The author has not only referred back to the noble verses of the Holy 
Qur’an, but has also given copious quotes and references back to the 
sayings of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) in 
the footnotes. 


Abul Hasan Hussain Ahmed 
Darul-Tahqiq, London 


This book comprises questions and answers related to our beliefs in 
relation to Allah and His attributes, His books, His angels, His 
messengers, the day of resurrection, heaven and hell and many other 
olay raraceyesCee 


This book is basic, easy to understand and ideal to learn basic beliefs from 
and to use to teach children without going into the intricacies of theology. 


Mufti Hanif Patel 
Askourimam, Blackburn 


About the translator 
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Netherlands. He graduated from Jamiatul IIlm Wal Huda, Blackburn, UK 
and thereafter travelled to Darul Iftaa Mahmudiyyah, Durban, South Africa, 
to train as a Mufti under Mufti Ebrahim Desai and Mufti Husain Kadodia 


(may Allah preserve them both. Ameen). 
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